Glossary
Adaptation Strategy:  A management strategy that is a prescription of management actions to be taken with respect to expected future changes in climatic conditions.  
Adaptive Management:  Adaptive management [is a decision making process that] promotes flexible decision making that can be adjusted in the face of uncertainties as outcomes from management actions and other events become better understood. Careful monitoring of these outcomes both advances scientific understanding and helps adjust policies or operations as part of an iterative learning process. Adaptive management also recognizes the importance of natural variability in contributing to ecological resilience and productivity. It is not a ‘trial and error’ process, but rather emphasizes learning while doing. Adaptive management does not represent an end in itself, but rather a means to [achieve] more effective decisions and enhanced benefits. Its true measure is in how well it helps meet environmental, social, and economic goals, increases scientific knowledge, and reduces tensions among stakeholders.  (Adaptive Management: DOI Technical Guide).
Alternative:  An alternative is one of several possible future conditions that the BLM has significant control over though it’s legally designated land and resource management responsibilities, including resource management planning, permitting, and leasing actions.  See scenario.
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern:  Areas within the public lands where special management attention is required (when such areas are developed or used or where no development is required) to protect and prevent irreparable damage to important historic, cultural, or scenic values, fish and wildlife resources or other natural systems or processes, or to protect life and safety from natural hazards.  (FLPMA, 1976).

Aquatic Resources:  Fish habitat strongholds and corridors; wetlands, riparian, and other aquatic areas; and areas important for water quality, water supply, flood control, streambank stability, and similar purposes. In arid lands characteristic of much of the landscape administered by the BLM, surface water bodies themselves can be significant resources, especially if they contain high-quality waters.  Riparian areas providing a multistory canopy cover can also be significant regional features, providing habitat otherwise unavailable in a low-story arid shrubland or grassland. 

Areas of High Ecological Value include, at a minimum, areas which are ecologically intact or readily restorable, and which have (or have high potential to have) one or more of the following characteristics:

· Native fish, wildlife, or plants of conservation concern (e.g., populations, species, communities, or other biological assemblages identified in state wildlife action plans; Federally listed under ESA; identified through other agency/NGO assessments; etc. ),
· Regionally-important, terrestrial ecological functions and services (e.g., habitat strongholds and corridors; upland areas important for water quality or water supply; areas capable of significant carbon sequestration), or
· Regionally-important, aquatic ecological functions and services (e.g., habitat strongholds and corridors; wetland, riparian, and other aquatic areas important for water quality, water supply, streambank stability, flood control, and similar purposes).
Assessment:  The act of evaluating and interpreting data and information for a defined purpose.  An assessment is conducted by gathering, synthesizing, and interpreting information, from observations or data from inventories and monitoring.  An assessment characterizes the status of resource conditions—such as ecosystem structures, functions, or processes—within a specified geographic area at a specific time.  An assessment is not a decision.  (Modified from BLM Manual H-4180-1 and Adaptive Management: DOI Technical Guide).
Attribute:  

Authorization:

Best Management Practices (BMPs): A suite of techniques that guide, or may be applied to management actions, to aid in achieving desired outcomes (BLM Handbook H-1601-1). The term, “standard operating procedures” (SOP) is sometimes used instead of BMPs.
Broad-Scale Data:  Broad-scale datasets are intended to support state, multi-state, or regional information needs.  Such data could be used for bioregional assessments and conservation strategies, and typically employ a map scale of 1:250,000.  (BLM Manual H-1601-1).  [See Fine-Scale Data]
Carbon Sequestration:  Need verbiage here.  Biologic sequestration is …  Geologic sequestration is … 
Change Agent:  An environmental phenomenon or human activity that can influence the future progression and condition of resource values.  The majority of change agents are the result of direct human actions or influence.  Others (e.g., climate change) may involve natural phenomena or be partially or indirectly related to human activities.
Climate Change:  
Closed:  Generally denotes that an area is not available for a particular use or uses; refer to specific definitions found in law, regulations, or policy guidance for application to individual programs.  (BLM Manual H-1601-1).
Coarse Filter:  A focus of ecoregional analyses that is based upon conserving resource targets that occur at coarse scales, such as ecosystems, rather than upon finer scale targets, such as specific species.  The concept behind a coarse filter approach is that preserving coarse-scale conservation targets will preserve targets occurring at finer spatial scales.
Collaboration:  A cooperative process in which interested parties, often with widely varied interests, work together to seek solutions with broad support for managing public and other lands.  (BLM Manual H-1601-1).
Collaborative partnerships:  Refers to people working together, sharing knowledge and resources, to achieve desired outcomes for public lands and communities within statutory and regulatory frameworks.  (BLM Manual H-1601-1). 
Conservation target:  Specific components of biodiversity identified by the Nature Conservancy and used to design ecoregional portfolios and develop and prioritize conservation strategies. Currently TNC conservation targets consist of ecosystems, natural communities, and species.  (Definition from "Habitat Threats in the Sagebrush Ecosystem: Methods of Regional Assessment and Applications in the Great Basin").  Conservation target simply means an object of high conservation interest.  For purposes of this contract or agreement, conservation targets will likely be types or categories of areas and/or resources including ecological communities or larger ecological assemblages.  The word “target” is not meant to imply a quantitative target or goal (e.g., acres to be conserved).

Cooperator:  

Corridor:

Cumulative Effect:  The impact on the environment which results from the incremental impact of the action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of what agency (Federal or non-Federal) or person undertakes such actions. (40 CFR 1508.7 and 1508.25).
Data Quality Objectives:  A specification of the quality of the data needed in order to meet the monitoring project’s goals.
Data Layer:
Data Management: defined by the Data Management International (DAMA) professional organization as “the development and execution of architectures, policies, practices and procedures that properly manage the full data lifecycle needs of an enterprise.”  Key components of data management include:  Data Governance, Data Architecture, Data Analysis and Design, Physical Database Management, Data Security Management, Data Quality Management, Records Management, and Metadata Management (BLM Data Management Handbook).

Desired Future Condition (DFC) or Desired Outcomes: Land or resource conditions that are expected to result if goals and objectives are fully achieved (United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Forest Service, no date); a type of land-use plan decision expressed as a goal or objective (BLM Handbook H-1601-1).
Development: A type of change (change agent) resulting from urbanization, industrialization, transportation, mineral extraction, water development, or other non-agricultural/silvicultural human activities that occupy or fragment the landscape or that develops renewable or non-renewable resources.  

Disturbance: Refers to events that alter the structure, composition, or function of terrestrial or aquatic habitats. Natural disturbances include, among others, drought, floods, wind, fires, wildlife grazing, and insects and pathogens. Human-caused disturbances include actions such as timber harvest, livestock grazing, road construction and use, and the introduction of exotic species (USDI, BLM, 2007b).

Diversity: (1) The absolute number of species in a community or species richness; and (2) a measure of the number of species and their relative abundance in a community; low diversity refers to a few species or unequal abundances, high diversity refers to many species or equal abundances (USDI, BLM,1997).

Drainage Basin:  A part of the surface of the earth that is occupied by a drainage system, which consists of a surface stream or the body of impounded surface water together with all tributary surface streams and bodies of impounded surface water.  (USGS WSP-1541-A).
Ecological Processes or Ecosystem Functions: The dynamic attributes of ecosystems, including interactions among organisms and interactions between organisms and their environment. Ecological processes are the basis for self-maintenance in an ecosystem. Ecosystem functions and processes, along with the reproduction and growth of organisms, are what cause an ecosystem to be self-renewing. A common goal for the restoration of any natural ecosystem is to recover self-renewing processes to the point where assistance is no longer needed (Society for Ecological Restoration, 2002).

Ecosystem Health (forest health, rangeland health, aquatic system health): The state or condition of an ecosystem in which its dynamic attributes are expressed within “normal” ranges of activity relative to its ecological stage of development. A restored ecosystem expresses health if it functions normally relative to its reference (ecosystem), or to an appropriate set of restored ecosystem attributes (Society for Ecological Restoration, 2002).

Exotic Species: Includes species introduced into an area that may have adapted to the area and compete with resident native (indigenous) species (USDI, BLM, 2007b).

Ecologically important areas possess ecological attributes or provide ecosystem services which are regionally or nationally significant.  Such areas may include habitat for listed, sensitive, or other high-value species; biodiversity hot spots; or other unique or special ecological characteristics.

Ecologically intact or highly restorable means that the ecological attributes and services which make the area ecologically important are highly functional or are capable of being made highly functional with reasonable management inputs.

Ecoregional Assessment:  See regional assessment and rapid ecoregional assessment.
Ecoregional Strategy: The BLM’s overall approach for incorporating a regional, resource-based perspective into its planning and management actions.  The ecoregional strategy comprises three fundamental, sequential phases: rapid ecoregional assessment, formulating initial regional responses, and implementation or stepping-down regional responses into local actions.
Ecoregion:  Areas with relative homogeneity of ecosystems (Omernik and Bailey, 1995).  
Ecoregional Strategies:  The identification of goals and objectives at an ecoregional scale and development of proposed management responses to ecological conditions, trends, and change agents identified in the eco-regional assessment.  It is the initiation of stepping down the eco-regional findings into day-to-day management activities through a structured framework of on-going conversations between agency managers and the scientific community. 
Ecosystem: refers to the combined physical and biological components of an environment. An ecosystem is generally an area within the natural environment in which physical (abiotic) factors of the environment, such as rocks and soil, function together along with interdependent (biotic) organisms, such as plants and animals, within the same habitat (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecosystem).
Ecosystem Services may include but are not limited to the production of forage, fiber, and freshwater; hunting, fishing, ecotourism and other forms of outdoor recreation or enjoyment; sense of place; etc.

Estimation:  The aggregation of field data into measures of resource attributes.  Examples include means, variances, and correlation coefficients computed with sample data.  Multiple estimators are always available for any resource attribute, and the choices of which particular estimator to use is based on statistical features such as bias and precision. (Adaptive Management: DOI Technical Guide)
Extent:  The total area under consideration for an ecoregional assessment.  For the BLM, this is a CEC Level III ecoregion or combination of several such ecoregions plus the buffer area surrounding the ecoregion.  See grain.
Fine Filter:  A focus of ecoregional analyses that is based upon conserving resource targets that occur at fine scale, such as specific species.  A fine-filter approach is often used in conjunction with a coarse-filter approach because coarse filters will not always capture some concerns, such as when a T&E species is a conservation target.  

Fine-Scale Data:  Fine-scale data sets support local information needs and represent the highest thematic detail and spatial accuracy.  Data at this scale are intended for project-specific planning, monitoring, and evaluation, and would be typically represented at the 1:24,000 map scale.  (BLM Manual H-1601-1).  [See broad-scale data and fine-scale data]
Fire Regime: Description of the patterns of fire occurrences, frequency, size, severity, and sometimes vegetation and fire effects as well, in a given area or ecosystem. A fire regime is a generalization based on fire histories at individual sites. Fire regimes can often be described as cycles because some parts of the histories usually get repeated, and the repetitions can be counted and measured, such as fire return interval (NWCG, 2006).
Fragmentation: The process of dividing habitats into smaller and smaller units until their utility as habitat is lost (USDI, BLM, 1997).

Focal Area:  Focal areas are geographically-defined subcomponents of ecoregions where the BLM focuses places a higher priority on specific actions to achieve ecoregion goals.  Conservation focal areas are priority areas for actions to conserve regionally-significant resources whereas development focal areas are areas where development activities (e.g. renewable energy development) may be directed to minimize effects upon regionally-significant resources.  The purpose of focal areas is to allow the BLM to concentrate effort for maximum effect given limited effort (time and money).  The focal area has no permanent designation. 
Forest Land: Land where the potential natural plant community contains 10% or more tree canopy cover. (Society of American Foresters (SAF), 1998).

Functioning: (1) Refers to the rangeland health attributes where the majority of the associated indicators are rated as having little or no deviation from that described in the Reference Sheet for the ecological site; (2) Refers to the presence and integrity of ecological processes (energy flow, water cycling, and nutrient cycling) being within the range of expectations for the ecological site (USDA ARS et al, 2005).

Goal:  A broad statement of a desired outcome; usually not quantifiable and may not have established timeframes for achievement.  (BLM Manual H-1601-1).
Grain:  Grain is the unit of analysis for ecoregional assessment and is the smallest area analyzed and used for regional planning purposes.  The many data and model outputs incorporated into an ecoregional analysis are usually upscaled or downscaled to grain scale.  The grain for ecoregional analysis is usually a regular shape (e.g., square, hexagon) but may be defined by a particular level of hydrologic unit or other similar feature type.  
Habitat: A place where an animal or plant normally lives for a substantial part of its life, often characterized by dominant plant forms and/or physical characteristics (USDI, BLM, 1990).

Hydrologic Unit:  A national standard system of watersheds that are classified into four types of units: regions, sub-regions, accounting units, and cataloging units. The hydrologic units are arranged within each other, from the smallest (cataloging units or sub-basin) to the largest (regions). Each hydrologic unit is identified by a unique hydrologic unit code (HUC) consisting of two to eight digits based on the four levels of classification in the hydrologic unit system.  A standardized fifth-level of classification or 10-digit hydrologic unit (watershed) has recently been developed. Locally, a nonstandard sixth-level sub-watershed also may have been developed. (65 F.R. 62566)

Indicators:  Components of a system whose characteristics (presence or absence, quantity, distribution) are used as an index of an attribute (e.g., rangeland health attribute) that are too difficult, inconvenient, or expensive to measure.  (Interagency Technical Reference 1734-8, 2000).
Implementation Plan: An area of a site-specific plan written to implement decisions made in a land-use plan. Implementation plans include both activity plans and project plans, both of which are types of implementation plans (BLM Handbook H-1601-1).

Indicator: Components of a system whose characteristics (e.g., presence or absence, quantity, distribution) are used as an index of an attribute (e.g. land health) that are too difficult, inconvenient, or expensive to measure. (USDA et al, 2005).

Information Platform: IT infrastructure used to support communication and collaboration of BLM’s Ecoregional Assessments.  Platform includes GIS hardware and software tools to manage, store, archive, and share data within the BLM and with our partners.
Integrated Vegetation Management: To unite the various programs within BLM toward achieving a common goal of protecting, maintaining and restoring ecologically diverse and properly functioning native plant communities on public land.

Invasive plants: Plants that are not part of (if exotic), or are a minor component of (if native), the original plant community or communities that have the potential to become a dominant or co-dominant species on the site if their future establishment and growth is not actively controlled by management interventions, or are classified as exotic or noxious plants under state or federal law. Species that become dominant for only one to several years (e.g. short-term response to drought or wildfire) are not invasive plants (USDI, BLM, 2007b).

Introduction: The intentional or unintentional escape, release, dissemination, or placement of a species into an ecosystem as a result of human activity (Executive Order 13112, 1999).

Inventory: Gathering of baseline information (including quantitative data, cultural knowledge, and qualitative observations) about condition of resources (BLM Handbook H-4180-1).

LANDFIRE: (Landscape Fire and Resource Management Planning Tools Project) is an interagency project designed to produce comprehensive maps and data describing vegetation, wildland fuel, and fire regimes across the United States (USDA website http://www.landfire.gov).

Landscape: All the natural features such as grasslands, hills, forest and water, that distinguish one part of the earth’s surface from another part; usually that portion of land that the eye can comprehend at a single view, including all its natural characteristics (ICEBMP, 2000).
Landscape Index:  

Landscape Unit:  
Landscape Species:  Biological species that use large, ecologically diverse areas and often have significant impacts on the structure and function of natural ecosystems (Redford  et al. 2000).
Land Health: Degree to which the integrity of the soil and the ecological processes of ecosystems are sustained (BLM Handbook H-4180-1).

Land-Use Plan: A set of decisions that establishes management direction for land within an administrative area, as prescribed under the planning provisions of FLPMA; an assimilation of land-use-plan-level decisions developed through the planning process outlined in 43 CFR 1600, regardless of the scale at which the decisions were developed. The term includes both resource management plans (RMPs) and management framework plan (MFPs) (USDI, BLM, 2007).
Large as used in describing national conservation targets simply means one of the largest remaining areas of its kind.

Lease: a contract in legal form that provides for the right to develop and produce resources for a specific period of time under certain agreed upon terms and conditions.  No difference between a lease and permit under FLPMA (BLM Manual H-3100-1)
Management Decision:  A decision made by the BLM to manage public lands. Management decisions include both land use plan decisions and implementation decisions.  (BLM Manual H-1601-1).
Management Strategy:  A prescription of management actions pursuant to management objectives.   (Modified from Adaptive Management: DOI Technical Guide)
Mesic Environment:  
Metadata: Documentation about data.  Describes the content, quality, condition, limitation, source, and other characteristics of data.
Mid-Scale Data:  Mid-scale data sets support information needs at scales between the local and state/regional. Such a level is usually represented at the 1:100,000 scale.  Typical usage includes land use planning, rangeland monitoring, and assessment.  (BLM Manual H-1601-1).  [See also broad-scale data and fine-scale data.)

Model:  Any representation, whether verbal, diagrammatic, or mathematical, of an object or phenomenon.  Natural resource models typically characterize resource systems in terms of their status and change through time.  Models imbed hypoth​eses about resource structures and functions, and they generate predictions about the effects of management actions.  (Adaptive Management: DOI Technical Guide).
Multiple Use:  Multiple use means the management of the public lands and their various resource values so that they are utilized in the combination that will best meet the present and future needs of the American people; making the most judicious use of the land for some or all of these resources or related services over areas large enough to provide sufficient latitude for periodic adjustments in use to conform to changing needs and conditions; the use of some land for less than all of the resources; a combination of balanced and diverse resource uses that takes into account the long-term needs of future generations for renewable and nonrenewable resources, including, but not limited to, recreation, range, timber, minerals, watershed, wildlife and fish, and natural scenic, scientific and historical values; and harmonious and coordinated management of the various resources without permanent impairment of the productivity of the land and the quality of the environment with consideration being given to the relative values of the resources and not necessarily to the combination of uses that will give the greatest economic return or the greatest unit output.  
Native Plant and Animal Populations and Communities:  Populations and communities of all species of plants and animals naturally occurring, other than as a result of an introduction, either presently or historically in an ecosystem.  (BLM Manual H-4180-1). 
Native Species: Species that historically occurred or currently occur in a particular ecosystem and were not introduced (USDI, BLM, 2007b).
Natural Community: An assemblage of organisms indigenous to an area that is characterized by distinct combinations of species occupying a common ecological zone and interacting with one another (USDI, BLM, 2007b).
Nomination: eligible and available lands to be offered by competitive oral lease auctions (BLM Manual H-3120-1).
Noxious Weed: A plant species designated by federal or state law as generally possessing one or more of the following characteristics: aggressive and difficult to manage; parasitic; a carrier or host of serious insects or disease; or non-native, new, or not common to the United States (USDI, BLM, 2007b).

Objective:  A description of a desired outcome for a resource.  Objectives can be quantified and measured and, where possible, have established timeframes for achievement.  (BLM Manual H-1601-1).  [See goal]
Parcel: the name given to an area of land made available for competitive or noncompetitive leasing .  (BLM Manual H-3100-1).
Partner:  
Permit: whether, where, when, how many, what type, for how long, and under what conditions an action can take place
Plant Community: A vegetation complex, unique in its combination of plants, which occurs in particular locations under particular influences. A plant community is a reflection of integrated environmental influences on the site, such as soils, temperature, elevation, solar radiation, slope, aspect and precipitation (USDI, BLM, 2007b).

Potential Natural Community (PNC): The stable biotic community that would become established on an ecological site if all successional stages were completed without human interference under present environmental conditions (DEIS Glossary).

Productivity: The ability of a site to produce vegetation. This term can be used to describe plant vigor, meaning total plant production, seed and seed stalk production, cover, etc. is adequate to enable reproduction and recruitment of plants. It usually relates to the above-ground growth of plants. It can be measured by weight for any species in a plant community (USDI, BLM, 1997).

Properly Functioning Condition: (1) An element of the Fundamental of Rangeland Health for watersheds, and therefore a required element of State or regional standard and guidelines under 43 CFR § 4180.2(b). (2) Condition in which vegetation and ground cover maintain soil conditions that can sustain natural biotic communities. For riparian areas, the process of determining function is described in the BLM Technical Reference TR 1737-9. FEIS at 26,

72. (3) Riparian-wetland areas are functioning properly when adequate vegetation, landform, or large woody debris is present to dissipate stream energy associated with high waterflows, thereby reducing erosion and improving water quality; filter sediment, capture bedload, and aid floodplain development; improve floodwater retention and groundwater recharge; develop root masses that stabilize streambanks against cutting action; develop diverse ponding and channel characteristics to provide the habitat and the water depth, duration, and temperature necessary for fish production, waterfowl breeding, and other uses; and support greater biodiversity. The functioning condition of riparian-wetland areas is influenced by geomorphic features, soil, water, and vegetation (DEIS Glossary). (4) Uplands function properly when the existing vegetation and ground cover maintain soil conditions capable of sustaining natural biotic communities. The functioning condition of uplands is influenced by geomorphic features, soil, water, and vegetation (DEIS Glossary).  (BLM Manual H-4180-1).

Rangeland: Land on which the native vegetation, climax or natural potential consists predominantly of grasses, grass-like plants, forbs, or shrubs. The term includes lands revegetated naturally or artificially to provide a noncrop plant cover that is managed like native vegetation. Rangeland may consist of natural grasslands, savannahs, shrublands, most deserts, tundra, alpine communities, coastal marshes and wet meadows (BLM Handbook H-4180-1).
Rapid Ecoregional Assessment:  The methodology used by the BLM to assemble and synthesize that regional-scale resource information, which provides the fundamental knowledge base for devising regional resource goals, priorities, and focal areas, on a relatively short time frame (less than 2 years). 

or

Rapid Ecoregional Assessment:  The word “rapid” here implies that existing resource information will be used to conduct   assessments, and that a reasonable expectation of completion time for an assessment would be within six to 18 months from initiation, depending on the size and complexity of the region.
Record: 
Reference Condition: In the context of an ecological site, reference condition is the condition which meets, or comes close to meeting, all relevant land health standards. In addition, the reference condition provides a set of indicators (and their appropriate range of values) to be used for the assessment of an equivalent ecological site (which will not necessarily be in reference condition). Reference conditions are provided in published Ecological Site Descriptions or in the records of Ecological Site Inventories and Soil Surveys.  In a more general multi-scale context, a reference condition will reflect and lie within the historic range of variability for environmental conditions, processes and functions, generally considered to have operated during the 1,000 year period immediately preceding Euro-American settlement. These environmental conditions, processes, and functions can be operative at different scales, from the fine-scale (e.g. organic matter content at the sitespecific scale) to the large-scale (e.g. plant community composition at the watershed or subbasin scale). (BLM Handbook H-4180-1).
Regional Assessment:  A collaborative process to identify focal areas for conservation and restoration at a regional scale using existing resource information. The information in the assessment may be drawn from many sources, but is selected by an interdisciplinary team to best assess the condition, risks, and opportunities that characterize the region.  Using the outputs from a regional assessment, BLM managers will be able to: (1) develop regional strategies for conserving native plant communities and wildlife habitats, (2) develop a consistent approach to prioritize and fund projects at a regional level, and (3) more effectively examine the cumulative effects of BLM management decisions at a regional, cross-jurisdictional scale.

Regional Conservation Strategy means an eco-regional management proposal, to be developed by BLM after completion of the rapid assessment, which blurs BLM administrative boundaries (and which, if cooperatively developed and endorsed, may also blur the administrative boundaries of other management entities in the region); which identifies areas and attributes to be conserved, goals, objectives, methods, and needed management actions; and which also includes a proposed implementation sequence or schedule aimed at meeting the most urgent and important conservation needs in the region in priority order.  BLM will proceed toward implementation of that strategy through applicable planning, interagency coordination, environmental compliance, public involvement, budgeting, and decision-making processes.

Regionally-Significant Resource:  A native plant, wildlife, or fish resource or other ecosystem resource or service that has more than locally significant qualities, which give it special worth, consequence, meaning, distinctiveness, or cause for concern, especially compared to other similar resources.  Generally, regionally-significant resources within a specific ecoregion occur in two or more field offices.

Rehabilitation: The “repair” of a wildland fire area using native and or nonnative plant species to obtain a stable plant community that will protect the burned area from erosion and invasion by weeds (NWCG, 2006).

Renewable Resource Programs: BLM programs that have as part of their management focus the biological resources that occupy public land, for example, forestry, rangeland, wildlife, weeds, botany, recreation and hazardous fuels management.

Resilience: The capacity of ecological processes to recover following a disturbance. Resilience can be defined in terms of the rate of recovery, the extent of recovery during a particular period of time, or both (USDA, ARS et al, 2005).

Resistance: The capacity of ecological processes to continue to function without change following a disturbance (USDA, ARS et al, 2005).

Restoration: Implementation of a set of actions that promotes plant community diversity and structure that allows plant communities to be more resilient to disturbance and invasive species over the long term (USDI, BLM, 1999).

Revegetation: Establishing or re-establishing desirable plants in areas where desirable plants are absent or of inadequate density, by management alone (natural revegetation) or by seeding or transplanting (artificial revegetation) (USDI, BLM, 2007b).

Resources: The biological and physical characteristics for which Federal agencies have management and stewardship responsibility; for example, air, soil, water, fish, wildlife, vegetation, and minerals. (65 F.R. 62566)
Resource Value:  An ecological value, as opposed to a cultural value.  Examples of resource values are those species, habitats, communities, features, functions, or services associated with areas with abundant native species and few non-natives, having intact, connected habitats, and that help maintain landscape hydrologic function.  Resource values of concern to the BLM can be classified into three categories: native fish, wildlife, or plants of conservation concern, regionally-important terrestrial ecological features, functions, and services, regionally-important aquatic ecological features, functions, and services.  

Riparian Area:  

Scale:  Refers to the characteristic time or length of a process, observation, model, or analysis.  Process scale is the scale which natural phenomena exhibit.  Observation scale is the scale used to monitor environmental phenomena.  Modeling scale is the working scale used for environmental modeling and is often longer or shorter than observation scale.  Analysis scale is the working scale used for ecoregional analysis and has a characteristic length equivalent to the grain size.  Map (Geographic) scale is ratio of a distance on the map to the corresponding distance on the ground.  The usage of small verses large relates to the expressions as fractions. For example, a town plan may have a scale fraction of 1: 10,000: this is much larger than a scale fraction 1:100,000,000 used for a world map. Ecological scale refers to the spatial extent of ecological processes and the spatial interpretation of the data.  Large and small ecological scales are the opposite from Map Scale.
Scaling:  The transfer of information across scales.  Upscaling is the process of transferring information from a smaller to a larger scale.  Downscaling is the process of transferring information to a smaller scale. 
Scenario:  A scenario is one of several possible future conditions that the BLM has little or no control over.  Future conditions of the climate, population growth and distribution, large fire occurrences, and energy prices are typically defined by scenarios.  Scenarios regarding other resources may be necessary when the BLM does not have legal or regulatory control, such as water rights control of water resources, which is the responsibility of the states.  Scenarios regarding other resources may also be necessary for areas where the BLM has minimal land holdings and can have only minimal influence upon resource condition in that area.  Scenarios are usually defined by some intermediate “most-probable” condition with lower and upper bounds set for conditions with relatively low probabilities.  [See Alternative.]
Segment:  A waterbody (river, lake, bay, estuary, wetland, etc.) or portion thereof.

Significant Factor:  Principal causal factor in the failure to achieve the land health standard(s) and conform with the guidelines.  A significant factor would typically be a use that, if modified, would enable an area to achieve or make significant progress toward achieving the land health standard(s).  To be a significant factor, a use may be one of several causal factors contributing to less-than-healthy conditions; it need not be the sole causal factor inhibiting progress towards the standards.  (BLM Manual H-4180-1).
Special Status Species: Plant and animal species that are federally listed as threatened or endangered; proposed threatened or endangered; candidate species; state listed as threatened or endangered or listed by a BLM state director as sensitive (USDI, BLM, 2001b).

Species Composition: The proportions of various plant species in relation to the total on a given area. Species composition may be expressed in terms of relative cover, relative density, or relative weight (Habich, 2001, Technical Reference 1734-7).
Stakeholder: 
Step-Down:  A step-down is any action related to regionally-defined goals and priorities discussed in the REA that are acted upon through actions by specific State and/or Field Offices.    These step-down actions can be additional inventory, a finer-grained analysis, or a specific management activity.
Substantial conservation influence means that BLM has sufficient surface and/or subsurface ownership and legal authority to substantially influence the outcome of conservation efforts for a targeted area or resource.

Sustained Yield:  Sustained yield means the achievement and maintenance in perpetuity of a high-level annual or regular periodic output of the various renewable resources of the public lands.  
Target:  See conservation target.
Threshold:  The limiting value of a resource attribute that triggers a change in management actions.  Management strategies often include thresholds, such that one action is specified for resource values less than the threshold and a different action is specified for larger resource values.  (Adaptive Management: DOI Technical Guide).
Watershed: (1) A geographic area of land, water, and biota within the confines of a drainage divide. The total area above a given point of a water body that contributes flow to that point.  (65 F.R. 62566) See also drainage basin. (2) The 5th level of the hydrologic unit delineation system. A watershed is coded with 10 numerical digits, and watersheds range in size from 40,000 to 250,000 acres. (Subcommittee on Spatial Water Data, 2000).  See also hydrologic unit.
Water quality limited segment:  Any segment where it is known that water quality does not meet applicable water quality standards, and/or is not expected to meet applicable water quality standards, even after the application of the technology-bases effluent limitations required by sections 301(b) and 306 of the CWA. (40 C.F.R. 131.3)
Water quality standards (WQS): Provisions of State or Federal law which consist of a designated use or uses for the waters of the United States and water quality criteria for such waters based upon such uses.  Water quality standards are to protect the public health or welfare, enhance the quality of water and serve the purposes of the Act.  (40 C.F.R. 130.2)

Wildfire: An unplanned, unwanted wildland fire including unauthorized human-caused fires, escaped wildland fire use events, escaped prescribed fire projects, and all other wildland fires where the objective is to put the fire out (NWCG, 2006).

Wildland: An area in which development is essentially non-existent, except for roads, railroads, power lines, and similar transportation facilities. Structures, if any, are widely scattered (NWCG, 2006).

Wildland Fire: Any non-structure fire that occurs in the wildland. Three distinct types of wildland fire have been defined and include wildfire, wildland fire use, and prescribed fire (NWCG, 2006).

Wildland Urban Interface (WUI): The line, area, or zone where structures and other human development meet or intermingle with undeveloped wildland or vegetative fuels (NWCG, 2006).

Woodland: A forest in which the trees are often small, characteristically short-bolded relative to their crown depth, and forming only an open canopy with the intervening area being occupied by lower vegetation, commonly grass (SAF, 1998).

Xeric Environment:  
 Glossary References (needs to be verified)
Anderson, S.H., and K.J. Gutzwiller. 2005. Wildlife habitat evaluation, In Braun, C.E., editor. Techniques for wildlife investigations and management. The Wildlife Society, Bethesda, MD. 974 pp.

Bonneville Power Administration (BPA). 2000. Transmission System Vegetation Management Program Final Environmental Impact Statement. Portland, Oregon.

Braun, C.E., editor. 2005. Techniques for wildlife investigations and management. The Wildlife Society, Bethesda, MD. 974 pp.

Brewer, K.C., and R.D. Pfister, technical editors. 2006. Potential natural vegetation classification and mapping

technical guide. Working draft July 7, 2006. United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Ecosystem Management Coordination Staff, Washington D.C.

Bussan, A.J., and W.E. Dyer. 1999. Herbicides and rangeland. In: Biology and management of noxious rangeland weeds. Shelly, A.L., and J.K. Petroff (eds.). Oregon State University Press, Corvallis, Oregon.

Comer, P., D. Faber-Langendoen, R. Evans, S. Gawler, C. Josse, G. Kittel, S. Menard, M. Pyne, M. Reid, K.

Schulz, K. Snow, and J. Teague. 2003. Ecological systems of the United States: a working classification of U.S. terrestrial systems. NatureServe, Arlington, VA, http://www.natureserve.org/publications/usEcologicalsystems.jsp.

Cooperrider, A.Y., R.J. Boyd, and H.R. Stuart. 1986. Inventory and monitoring of wildlife habitat. United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, Denver, CO.

Coulloudon, B., K. Eshelman, J. Granola, N. Habich, L. Hughes, C. Johnson, M. Pellant, P. Podborny, A. Rasmussen, B. Robles, P. Shaver, and J. Willoughby. 1996. Sampling Vegetation Attributes. Interagency Technical Reference, USDA, Cooperative Extension Service, USDA, Forest Service, USDI, Bureau of Land Management, USDI, Natural Resource Conservation Service.

Daubenmire, R.; Daubenmire, Jean B. 1968. Forest vegetation of eastern Washington and north Idaho. Tech. Bull. 60. Pullman, WA: Washington Agricultural Experiment Station, Washington State University. 104 p.

Elzinga, C.L., D.W. Salzer, and J.W. Willoughby. 1998. Measuring & monitoring plant populations. Technical Reference 1730-1, Bureau of Land Management, Denver, CO, BLM/RS/ST-98/005+1730, 477 p., http://

www.blm.gov/nstc/library/pdf/MeasAndMon.pdf.

Executive Order 13112. 1999. Invasive Species Management. 

Federal Geographic Data Committee, Vegetation Subcommittee, 30 October 2007. National vegetation classification standard, version 2—final draft. FGDC-STD-005 (Version 2). 123 p.

Food Quality Protection Act of 1996.

Habich, E.F. 2001. Ecological site inventory. Technical Reference 1734-7, Bureau of Land Management, Denver, CO, BLM/ST/ST-01/003+1734, 112 p., http://www.blm.gov/nstc/library/1734-7direct.html.

Hann, W.J., and D.L. Bunnell. 2001. Fire and land management planning and implementation across multiple scales. International Journal of Wildland Fire 10:389-403.

Hann, W.J., Wisdom, M.J., Rowland, M.M. 2003. Disturbance departure and fragmentation of natural systems in the interior Columbia basin. Res. Pap. PNW-RP-545. Portland, OR: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station. 19p.

Hardy, C.C., K.M. Schmidt, J.P. Menakis, and N.R. Samson. 2001. Spatial data for national fire planning and fuel management. International Journal of Wildland Fire 10:353-372.

Herrick, J.E., J.W. Van Zee, K.M. Havstad, L.M. Burkett, and W.G. Whitford. 2005. Monitoring manual for grassland, shrubland and savanna ecosystems. United States Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service, Jornada Experimental Range, Las Cruces, NM.
Higgins, K.F., K.J. Jenkins, G.K. Clambey, D.W. Uresk, D.E. Naugle, J.E. Norland, and W.T. Barker. 2005. Vegetation sampling and measurement, In Braun, C.E., editor. Techniques for wildlife investigations and management. The Wildlife Society, Bethesda, MD. 974 pp.

Holling, C. S., ed. 1978. Adaptive environmental assessment and management. New York, NY: John Wiley & Sons.

Jordan, G.L. 1981. Range seeding and brush management on Arizona rangelands. T81121. University of Arizona Agricultural Experiment Station, Tucson, Arizona.

Karl, M., and J. Sadowski. 2005. Assessing big sagebrush at multiple spatial scales: an example in southeast Oregon. United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, Denver, CO, Technical Note 417, BLM/ST/ST-05/001+4400, http://www.blm.gov/nstc/library/pdf/SagebrushTN417.pdf.

Keane, R.E., R.A. Parsons, and P.F. Hessburg. 2002. Estimating historical range and variation of landscape patch dynamics: limitations of the simulation approach. Ecological Modeling 151:29-49.

Kuchler, A. W. 1964. Potential natural vegetation of the conterminous United States. American Geographic Society. Special Publication No. 36. New York, New York.

Lambert, S. 2005. Guidebook to the Seeds of Native and Non Native Grasses, Forbs and Shrubs of the Great Basin. Bureau of Land Management Technical Bulletin No. 2005-04. 134pp.

Leonard, S., G. Staidl, J. Fogg, K. Gebhardt, W. Hagenbuck, and D. Prichard. 1992. Riparian area management: procedures for ecological site inventory—with special reference to riparian-wetland sites. Technical Reference 1737-7, BLM/SC/PT-92/004+1737, http://www.blm.gov/nstc/library/techref.htm.
Monsen, S.B., R. Stevens, and N.L. Shaw. 2004. Restoring western ranges and wildlands. USDA, Forest Service, Rocky Mountain Research Station, Fort Collins, Colorado.

National Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG). 2006. Glossary of Wildland Fire Terminology. http://www.nwcg.gov/pms/pubs/glossary/f.htm

Ott, J.E., E.D. McArthur, and B.A. Roundy. 2003. Vegetation of chained and non-chained seedings after wildfire in Utah. Journal of Range Management 56:81-91.

Plummer, A.P., D.R. Christensen, and S.B. Monsen. 1668. Restoring big game range in Utah. Publication 68-3.
Utah Fish and Game Department, Salt Lake City, Utah.

Rees, N.E., et al.(eds.). 1996. Biological control of weeds in the west. Western Society of Weed Science. USDA, Agricultural Research Service, Montana Department of Agriculture, Montana State University, Bozeman, Montana.
Redford, K. H., E. W. Sanderson, J. G. Robinson, and A. Vedder. 2000.  Landscape Species and Their Conservation:  Report From a WCS meeting, May 2000.  Wildlife Conservation Society, Bronx NY.

Ringold, P. L.; Alegria, J.; Czaplewski, R. L.; Mulder, B. S.; Tolle, T.; Burnett, K. 1996. Adaptive monitoring design for ecosystem management. Ecological Applications 6(3): 745-747.

Schmidt, K.M., J.P. Menakis, C.C. Hardy, W.J. Hann, and D.L. Bunnell. 2002. Development of coarse-scale spatial data for wildland fire and fuel management. United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Rocky Mountain Research Station, General Technical Report RMRS-GTR-87. Fort Collins, CO, http://www.fs.fed.us/rm/pubs/rmrs_gtr87.html.

Society for Ecological Restoration Science and Policy Working Group. 2002. The SER Primer on Ecological Restoration. http://www.ser.org.

Society of American Foresters (SAF). 1998. The Dictionary of Forestry. Bethesda, MD.

Tu, M., C. Hurd, and J.M. Randall. 2001. Weed control methods handbook: Tools and techniques for use in natural areas. Wildland Invasive Species Program, The Nature Conservancy. Available at: http://tncweeds.ucdavis.edu/handbook.html.

United States Code 7 USC 136r-1 – Integrated Pest Management.

United States Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service, Natural Resource Conservation Service and United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management and United States Geological Survey. 2005. Interpreting Indicators of Rangeland Health, Version 4 - Technical Reference 1734-6 

United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service. No Date. People’s Glossary of Ecosystem Management Terms.

United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Northern Region. 1995. Northern Region Native Plant Handbook.

United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Region. 2005. Preventing and Managing Invasive Plants Final Environmental Impact Statement. http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/invasiveplanteis/.

United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service and United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 2000. Interior Columbia Basin Final Environmental Impact Statement. http://www.icbemp.gov/.

United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service and Uniteds States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 2004. The Healthy Forests Initiative and Healthy Forests Restoration Act – Interim Field Guide. http://www.blm.gov/nhp/news/releases/pages/2004/pr040303_forests/FullFieldGuide.pdf

United States Department of the Interior. 2004. Departmental Manual 516 DM 4.16. National Environmental Policy Act of 1969.

United States Department of the Interior, United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service. 2006a. A Collaborative Approach for Reducing Wildland Fire Risks to Communities and the environment: 10-Year Comprehensive Strategy Implementation Plan.

United States Department of the Interior, United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service. 2006b. Protecting people and natural resources: A cohesive fuels treatment strategy.

United States Department of the Interior and United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service. 2007. Departmental Manual 517 DM 1. Integrated Pest Management. http://www.fws.gov/contaminants/IPM/DOI517DM1.pdf
United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, National Park Service, U.S. Geological Survey; United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service; and The Nature Conservancy. 2005. Interagency fire regime condition class guidebook, version 1.2, http://www.frcc.gov/docs/1.2.2.2/Complete_Guidebook_V1.2.pdf.

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, and United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service and Forest Service. 2006. Interagency ecological site manual, draft 15 December 2006. 56 p.

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, in progress. Handbook H-9211-1. Fire Management Planning.

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 1982. Integrated habitat inventory and classification system. Manual 6602, Release 6-87.

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 1984. Technical Reference 4400-7. Rangeland Monitoring: Analysis, Interpretation and Evaluation.

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 1984a. Manual Section 8400. Visual Resource Management. http://www.blm.gov/nstc/VRM/.

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 1986. BLM Handbook H-8431-1. Visual Resource Contrast Rating.

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 1988. Manual Section 9011-1. Chemical Pest Control.

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 1989. Rangeland monitoring and evaluation. Handbook H-4400-1, Release 4-98.

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 1990. Manual Section 660. Fish, Wildlife, and Special Status Plant Resources Inventory and Monitoring.

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 1990. National range handbook. Handbook H-4410-1, Release 4-101.

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 1991. Riparian-wetland initiative for the 1990’s. BLM/WO/GI-91/001+4340, Washington, DC.

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 1991a. Final environmental impact statement, vegetation treatment on BLM lands in thirteen western states.

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 1992. Riparian-wetland area management. Manual Section 1737, Release 1-1611.

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 1992. 1745 Manual

Introduction,Transplant, Augmentation and Reestablishment of Fish, Wildlife and Plants. 3/26/1992 14pp.

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, Interagency Technical Team. 1996. Sampling vegetation attributes, Technical Reference 1734-4, Bureau of Land Management, Denver, CO, BLM/RS/ST-96/002+1730, http://www.blm.gov/nstc/library/pdf/samplveg.pdf.
United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 1997. Idaho Standards for Rangeland Health and Guidelines for Livestock Grazing Management. http://www.blm.gov/style/medialib/blm/id/publications.Par.91993.File.dat/SGFinal.pdf.
United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 1999. Out of Ashes, An Opportunity. 

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 2001a. Rangeland health standards handbook. BLM Handbook H-4180-1, Release 4-107, http://www.blm.gov/style/medialib/blm/wo/Information_Resources_Management/policy/blm_manual.Par.23764.File.dat/4180.pdf.
United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 2001b. Manual Section 6840. Special Status Species Management. http://www.blm.gov/style/medialib/blm/wo/Information_Resources_Management/policy/blm_manual.Par.43545.File.dat/6840.pdf.
United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 2005. Land use planning handbook. BLM Handbook H-1601-1, Release 1-1693, http://www.blm.gov/style/medialib/blm/wo/Information_Resources_Management/policy/blm_handbook.Par.38665.File.dat/h1601-1.pdf.
United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 2006. Public land statistics. BLM/BC/ST-06/001+1165. 271 p., http://www.blm.gov/natacq/pls05/.

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 2007. Final Vegetation Treatments Using Herbicides on Bureau of Land Management Lands in 17 Western States Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS). BLM Nevada State Office. Reno, Nevada.
United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 2007a. Record of Decision Vegetation Treatments Using Herbicides on Bureau of Land Management Lands in 17 Western States Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (ROD). BLM Nevada State Office. Reno, Nevada. 

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 2007b. Final Vegetation Treatments on Bureau of Land Management Lands in 17 Western States Programmatic Environmental Report (PER). BLM Nevada State Office. Reno, Nevada.

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 2007c. Handbook H-1742-1. Burned Area Emergency Stabilization and Rehabilitation. http://web.blm.gov/internal/wo-200/wo-220/ESR/.

United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (WAFWA). 2007.

Williams, B. K., R. C. Szaro, and C. D. Shapiro. 2007. Adaptive Management: The U.S. Department of the Interior Technical Guide. Adaptive Management Working Group, U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, DC. http://www.doi.gov/initiatives/AdaptiveManagement/TechGuide.pdf

Wisdom, M.J., R.S. Holthausen, B.C. Wales, C.D. Hargis, V.A. Saab, D.C. Lee, W.J. Hann, T.D. Rich, M.M. Rowland, W.J. Murphy, and M.R. Eames. 2000. Source habitats for terrestrial vertebrates of focus in the interior Columbia Basin: broad-scale trends and management implications. United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station, Portland, OR, and United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, General Technical Report PNW-GTR-485,

http://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/pubs/gtr485/.
Wisdom, M.J., L.H. Suring, M.M. Rowland, R.J. Tausch, R.F. Miller, L Schueck, C. Wolff Meinke, S.T. Knick, and B.C. Wales. 2003. A prototype regional assessment of habitats for species of conservation concern in the Great Basin ecoregion and state of Nevada, version 1.1. Unpublished report. On file with United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station, La Grande, OR.
Acronyms

ACEC

area of critical environmental concern

AML

abandoned mine land
AMS

analysis of the management situation

AMT

Assessment Management Team
APD

application for permit to drill

AUM

animal unit month

BIA

Bureau of Indian Affairs
BLM

Bureau of Land Management

BMP

best management practice
BOR

Bureau of Reclamation
CAA

Clean Air Act
CEC

Commission for Environmental Cooperation
CEQ

Council on Environmental Quality

CFR

Code of Federal Regulations

CWA

Clean Water Act
CX

categorical exclusion

DM

Departmental Manual

DNA

documentation of land use plan conformance and NEPA adequacy

DOD

U.S. Department of Defense

DOE

U.S. Department of Energy

DOI

Department of the Interior

DR

decision record (for an EA)

DRS

Division of Resource Services
EA

environmental assessment

EIS

environmental impact statement

EO

Executive Order
EPA

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

ERMA
extensive recreation management area

ESA

Endangered Species Act

FACA

Federal Advisory Committee Act

FLPMA
Federal Land Policy and Management Act

FLTFA
Federal Land Transaction Facilitation Act
FO

Field Office
FOIA

Freedom of Information Act

FONSI
finding of no significant impact

GIS

geographic information system

GSA

Government Services Agency

HA

herd area

HMA

herd management area

LAC

limits of acceptable change
LANDFIRE
Landscape Fire and Resource Management Planning Tools Project
LUP

Land Use Plan

MFP

management framework plan

NCAR

National Center for Atmospheric Research

NEPA

National Environmental Policy Act

NFHAP
National Fish Habitat Action Plan

NGO

Non-Governmental Organization

NED

National Elevation Dataset
NHD

National Hydrography Dataset
NHPA

National Historic Preservation Act
NIFC

National Interagency Fire Center
NLCS

National Landscape Conservation System

NMFS

National Marine Fisheries Service
NOAA

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

NOC

National Operations Center
NOI

notice of intent
NPS

National Park Service
NRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service
NREL

National Renewable Energy Laboratory

NWI

National Wetlands Inventory
OEPC

Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance

OEPR

Office of Environmental Policy Review

OHV

off-highway vehicle (also refers to off-road vehicles)

OMB

Office of Management and Budget
PLSS

public land survey system

PRISM
Parameter-elevation Regressions on Independent Slopes Model
RAC

resource advisory council

REA

rapid ecoregional assessment
REAWP
rapid ecoregional assessment work plan

ReGAP
Regional Gap Analysis Project
RMP

resource management plan

RMZ

recreation management zone

ROD

record of decision (for an EIS)

ROS

recreation opportunity spectrum

ROW

right-of-way

SHPO

State Historic Preservation Office
SO

State Office

SSURGO
Soil Survey Geographic Database
SRMA

special recreation management area

T&E

threatened and endangered

TMDL

total maximum daily load

TO

task order
USACE
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S.C.

United States Code

USDA

U.S. Department of Agriculture
USDOT
U.S. Department of Transportation
USFS

U.S. Forest Service
USFWS
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

USGS

U.S. Geological Survey

VTFC

vulnerability to future change
VRM

visual resource management

WGA

Western Governors Association
WO 

Washington Office
WSA

Wilderness Study Area
WUI

Wildland-Urban Interface
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